Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 28th July 2026

PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE MINUTES ARE DRAFT UNTIL RATIFIED BY THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL AT ITS MEETING ON  29th SEPTEMBER 2026

Present: 
[bookmark: _Hlk181632767]Cllr Done  (Chairman)
Cllr C Harvey
[bookmark: _Hlk196978269]Cllr. F James
Cllr C Jones
Cllr Parry
Cllr C Savage

In attendance:
[bookmark: _Hlk189062789]County Cllr Arwel Jones
Mr. M . Donkin  Clerk to the Council
Cllr Alice Bond (Chair: Llanymynech & Pant Parish Council)

	1 Apologies for absence  
Cllr C Hall
      

	2. To record Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda

                        None


	3. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on  30th June 2026

The minutes of the meeting held on 30th June 2026 were agreed as a correct record. Proposed by Cllr James, seconded by Cllr Jones and approved unanimously.
 

	4. Matters arising from the minutes
4.1   Ref: item 4.2.  Olive Nials’ Bench
The Chairman confirmed that the bench is now at the Golf Club and he will soon arrange for it to be fixed in position on Llanymynech Rocks
ACTION:  Chairman

4.2.  Ref: item 6.1.  Planning Application 23/1122/FUL
The Clerk said that he has not heard back from the Planning Enforcement Officer. The timescale for a decision  will expire before the next meeting so a report should be available then.

4.3.  Ref: item 7.5.   Bus stop shelter
The Chairman showed some photographs of the area around the existing bus stop and felt that if  it could be moved to a site sone 30 yards south of the existing one where there would be enough space to erect a shelter.

He said that he would go back to the officer at Powys Couynty Council and explore this option.
ACTION:  Chairman


4.4. Ref: item 7.7. Grants.
7.7.1. Cost of living grant
Cllr Savage confirmed that the Community Café had been asked if it was interested in applying for the grant but had said that it did not require additional funds at this time.

7.7.2.  Road Safety grant
The Clerk reported that the amount available was £5000 but that its scope did not cover undertaking a Traffic Speeding survey.

4.5  Grounds maintenance
The Clerk reported that the grounds maintenance contractors had cleared vegetation from those road signs which were becoming obscured.

The contractor had asked for a meeting to consider work to the cherry tree on Cae Haidd. He did not feel that it needed any work at present. The Chairman said that he had looked the  the tree and was of the same opinion.

4.6. Ref: item 12.2.  Closure of Llanrhaeadr GP practice
The Clerk confirmed that he had sent the Council’s position to the Health Board. The consultation does not end before September.

4.7.  Ref item 12.5  PCSO
The Clerk said that he had contacted the Police & Crime Commissioner who had referred him to Dyfed-Powys Police who had referred the matter to their Neighbourhood Policing Unit.
He had received a response that two PCSOs are currently on maternity leave but that one will return in September and we should hear something then.

       

	5 Finance 
5.1.   Current position
The clerk had circulated papers which confirmed that the Council’s accounts as at Thursday 23rd July  2026 were as follows: -
Deposit account:  	 £ 7118.18
Current account:   	 £ 285.73
Pension account  	 £ 77.23

5.2  First Quarter Financial Statement   
Council noted the Financial Statement as in the papers for the meeting. The Clerk offered to take questions. There were none.

Cllr Savage proposed adoption of the Financial Statement. This was seconded by Cllr James and approved unanimously. 

5.3  Internal Audit follow up   
Following two points raised by the internal auditor the Clerk referred Council to the table in the papers for the meeting. He had checked the entries on the payroll data and compared these with the actual amounts paid out in the cashbook.

The results showed  that HMRC took an excess of £327.55 in the year 2025 / 26 and that  there had been an overpayment of £419.30 on the salaries budget.
The Clerk recommended that no action is taken re HMRC at this time but that payments are monitored to see whether HMRC makes an adjustment in the current year
The salaries budget will be amended to correct the error in the September payment.
5.4. Approval of Payments
· Llanymynech Village Hall – Rent for the July 26 meeting  £24.00
· Grounds maintenance 2nd quarter  -  MI & TEM Pritchard  -  £966.00
· Defibrillator pads  -  Cllr Savage via Def Store  -  £79.20
· Stationery  -  Clerk  -  £16.48

Payment of the above items was approved.


	 6. Planning  
6.1.    There were no planning applications for consideration this month.

6.2.   Possible development of land sold by Carreghofa Hall Farm
County Cllr Arwel Jones has had a reply from Planning Enforcement which is set out below:-


Findings of the Site Inspection
During the inspection, it was observed that a small area of land had been excavated and levelled to create a relatively modest flat area. The scale of the excavation was limited and appears only sufficient to accommodate approximately one or two vehicles. A quantity of stone has subsequently been laid and compacted across the surface of the levelled area.
 
No buildings, structures, hardstanding of a significant scale, or other substantial engineering operations were identified during the site visit.
 
Planning Assessment
The works have been carefully assessed in terms of their impact on the surrounding area and whether they give rise to any material planning harm.
 
The access serving the land connects onto an existing track rather than directly onto a classified highway. Based on the evidence available, there is nothing to suggest that the use of the access has resulted in highway safety concerns or that it has had any significant adverse effect on the character of the locality.
 
The extent of the works undertaken is limited in scale and nature. Having regard to the existing use of the land, the creation of a small area capable of accommodating one or two vehicles for incidental purposes is not considered to result in a level of impact that would justify formal planning enforcement action. The works do not materially harm the rural character or appearance of the area, neighbouring residential amenity, highway safety, or ecological interests.
 
Ecological Considerations
As part of the investigation, enquiries were made regarding potential impacts on wildlife and protected species. The landowner has advised that the works were carried out outside the bird nesting season. Planning Enforcement has no evidence to contradict this statement, and the site inspection did not identify any indication that nesting birds, protected species, or their habitats had been adversely affected by the works undertaken.
 
Intended Use of the Land
The owner has confirmed that there are no proposals for further development on the site. They have advised that the land will remain largely in its natural state, with the intention of encouraging wildflowers and habitats that support local wildlife. The levelled area is intended to facilitate the ongoing agricultural management of the land, and there is no evidence to indicate that a material change of use has occurred.
 
Conclusion
Having considered the findings of the site inspection, the limited scale of the works undertaken, the absence of any demonstrable planning harm, and the lack of evidence indicating ecological impacts, the Local Planning Authority has concluded that it would not be expedient to pursue formal enforcement action in this case.
 
Planning enforcement powers are discretionary and are intended to address breaches that result in unacceptable planning harm. In this instance, the works undertaken are not considered to have resulted in a level of harm that would justify further action by the Authority.
 
Accordingly, the enforcement investigation has now been concluded and no further action will be taken in relation to this matter. Should any significant new evidence come to light, the Authority would be able to review the circumstances as appropriate.
 
The Council will keep this under review.


	7. Other Matters 
7.1. 	Montgomery Canal Development Project 
The Chairman gave an update on the current state of the project and of the canal itself.
There has been no change since last month on time projections and the New Walls  Bridge is still projected for completion at the end of December.

The water levels in the canal remain low. The works on the new bridge have not helped the water levels but the main problem is higher up. A number of trees have fallen and blocked parts of the feeder system. Also current weather conditions mean that the water levels in the river are low and, therefore, water is not getting into the feeder to replenish the canal. The weir is about 200 years old but there has been little or no reinforcement of the structure to combat wear and tear.

Cllr Harvey said that the water level in the Tanat feeder is higher but still not enough to reach the filler pipe.

The Chairman said that the swans have now been caught and moved to a temporary home in an animal rescue centre. Most of the fish have died and swan mussels have risen to the surface and opened and, as a result, they have been taken by predators such as herons. 

County Cllr Arwel Jones said that planning permission for the work at Williams Bridge has still not been given.  The Chairman said that he understood that the lift bridge has already been constructed in a warehouse and is awaiting planning permission.

County Cllr Arwel Jones  said that he would seek an update from the relevant planning officer.

ACTION: County Cllr Arwel Jones

7.2.	Council Leaflet.
Cllr Parry said that the amendments agreed by councillors have been carried out and the leaflet is now ready for  a Welsh translation.

There was some discussion about who could undertake this. County Cllr Arwel Jones said that Powys County Council has a translation department. The Clerk felt that this department should be used if possible to ensure accuracy.

Cllr Parry would like some more photographs and he and the Chairman agreed to meet before the next meeting to deal with this.
ACTION: Chairman and Cllr Parry.

7.3.   Vacancy on the Council
Unfortunately, the prospective candidate for co-option did not attend the meeting, so the seat remains vacant.

7.4.   Littering 
The Chairman said that he had collected another 50 kilos of litter from Carreghofa towards Willams Bridge. He said that the majority is thrown out of vehicles and is mainly drinks bottles, crisp packets and take-away food trays. Nonetheless the situation is significantly improved from that of a year ago.

Cllr Savage felt that the problem of littering would never be completely solved. What is needed is a campaign to encourage people to take a pride in their area and to perhaps gather a team of volunteers to clear litter.

The Chairman volunteered to give a short presentation to the school children on this subject. Cllr Parry agreed to raise this with the School at the beginning of the new term.

With regard to the anti-littering poster competition, the end of term has interrupted this. It will restart in September.
ACTION: Cllr Parry

7.5.  Issues in Tan-y-Foel
The Clerk reported that following complaints of noise nuisance from dogs in the flats on Tan-y-Foel, the Clerk had contacted Powys County Council and was asked for evidence on which the housing department could act.

Both the Chairman and Cllr Jones had been to the area and confirmed that dogs are barking and that the green outside is contaminated with dog faeces. 

A local resident, acting for a number of others, provided a video and a time line from April 2025 to February 2026, as shown in the papers for the meeting. The Clerk had  sent the timeline to Cllr M. Dorrance, Deputy Leader of Powys C. C. who has responded as follows:-

"Given the length of time these issues have been ongoing, the repeated
reports made, and the escalation of the problems, I now hope that the
evidence provided, including video link to disturbance over the last 24
hours alone, will prompt effective and urgent action."

Cllr Dorrance’s secretary has asked for a copy of the video. Unfortunately, this has expired on the Council’s emails. The Clerk said that he would ask the resident to forward it to Cllr Dorrance.

County Cllr Arwel Jones pointed out that the County Council will take action on dog fouling but require photographic evidence. 
ACTION: Clerk 

Cllr Savage said that there are flats with more than one dog; she has been told that there are flats with 2, 3 or more dogs. The Council needs to know the addresses where these dogs are kept.

The Clerk said that he had received an email from a company that morning. He had forwarded it to councillors and it is reproduced below:-

Dog fouling tends to become one of those ongoing issues that never really goes away.Signs get ignored, enforcement is difficult, and the complaints still keep coming in. We help councils tackle this with dog bag dispensing stations that are easy to install, simple to maintain, and stocked with certified compostable bags.It gives dog owners a practical prompt to do the right thing, while also showing residents the council is taking visible action. Would it be worth sending over a few details?

It was agreed that the Clerk should investigate further.
ACTION: Clerk 

The Chairman said that three clear and unambiguous signs were needed; the play area is currently unusable because of its condition.

County Cllr Arwel Jones was asked if Powys C. C. would provide bins. He said that we could request a bin but it must be on a collection route which is not the case at present. He said that he would make a request to the County Council.
ACTION: County Cllr Arwel Jones to request a dog collection bin.

7. 9.  County Councillor’s update                                                (County Cllr Arwel Jones)
The Q4 figures have been announced. The Council achieved an underspend of £1.2m on a Budget of £367.1m.
Savings of £12.4m were achieved of the £15.1m required. However, the shortfall of £2.7m will be carried forward to 26/27.

I will be meeting the Highway officer shortly and will be discussing the following.
· Overgrown Hedge on Chapel Lane.
· Areas of white lining that require redoing.
· Any other issues which may be raised in the meeting.
  
Some interesting facts about Powys:-
15,573 School Pupils in Education across 66 Primary Schools, 8 Secondary, 3 All aged schools and 3 Special schools.
· 5,800 Km of Roads.
· 14,500 Street Light Columns.
· 9,250 km Right of ways.  
· 1.3m Residual waste collections p.a.
· 3.69m Recycling Waste collections p.a.
· 50,000 tons of Waste across all collection streams.
· Recycling Rate 66.7% in 25/26
· Now very near to 70% which is the Welsh Government Target.

7.10. Social media Activity for the Council                                (Cllrs Hall & Parry)
In the absence of Cllr Hall, Cllr Parry said that there was nothing new to report.
The Chairman felt that more could be done to fill up the on-line calendar to make it more of a live document.

He also refereed to the notice board outside the Dolphin Inn. He said that it is looking very tired and in need of refurbishment. He offered to take it down and refresh it during the holidays and have it in place by September.
ACTION: Chairman


	8.	Amenities
8.1.	Walls Bridge
The Chairman said that the gate to the playground has not yet been repaired but will be done in the near future.
ACTION: Chairman

8.2. Football Field
There is nothing new to report. The fence is still corroded but there is little that can be done.
Mention was made of the portable toilets which the Football Club had asked to instal. The Clerk said that the Council had given permission for the installation and specified the site. However, to date, nothing has been done.

County Cllr Arwel Jones said that the LDP is still undecided and it is unlikely that any decision will be forthcoming until next year.




	9 Highways and Byways  
9.1.   Road Repairs and Potholes
County Cllr Arwel Jones said that the potholes on Carreghofa lane had been repaired. However, Cllr Jones said that there was still  one needing attention.

The Chairman reported a significant  problem outside Fix Auto where a manhole cover has dropped some 3 inches and is a hazard to traffic.

Cllr James said that nothing had been done on Pen-y-Foel. The potholes at the top of Pen-y-Foel are now in urgent need of attention

The Chairman referred to the two broken kerbstones outside Nos 1 & 2  Orchard Green.

The growth in vegetation has obscured road signs between Williams Bridge and Llanymynech. It is impossible to read the sign at the junction to Carreghofa Locks.

The Chairman showed a picture of the junction of Chapel Lane and Tan-y-Foel where the road markings have completely worn away. A local resident has mentioned a near accident as a driver was unaware of the priorities.

The Chairman reported that a resident at No 1 Walls Bridge had informed him that a traffic sign has a large arrow which appears to direct cyclists into her garden. This is becoming a nuisance for the resident and she has requested that the sign be corrected.

County Cllr Arwel Jones said that he would be going round the area with the Highways Officer in the next week and would draw his attention to all these problems to him.
ACTION: County Cllr Arwel Jones


	10 To receive reports on Meetings from Outside Bodies
10.1  Burial Board
Cllr Jones confirmed that she has asked Mr. Ingram to prepare a fully costed proposal for the Board’s suggested works at the burial ground. 

[bookmark: _Hlk214440231]10.2. Powys C. C. and Town and Community Councils meeting
In the absence of Cllr Hall there was no report. County Cllr Arwel Jones said that he thought that this committee was to be disbanded. The Clerk had also heard this but there was no confirmation to date.

10.3. Village Hall
Nothing to report.


	
Correspondence
11.1. Matters for decision
There are no matters for decision.



11.2. Correspondence to note.
Council noted the correspondence sent out by the Clerk since the last meeting and itemised in the papers for the meeting.

	From
	Date
	Subject

	One Voice Wales
	26th  June
	The Voice Issue 3

	One Voice Wales
	29th June
	New digital training modules

	One Voice Wales
	1st July
	Report What Community and Town Councils are Achieving Across Wales

	Llanymynech & Pant Parish Council
	1st July
	Draft minutes of the June 2026 meeting

	Powys Teaching Health Board
	3rd July
	Notice of intended Better together consultation

	One Voice Wales
	3rd July
	Training dates June to September

	One Voice Wales
	7th July
	E bulletin No 27

	Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service 
	7th July
	Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Service Supports Delivery of Life-Saving Aid to Ukraine

	Llanymynech & Pant Parish Council.
	14th July
	Notice of Closure for work on Station Road, Llanymynech

	Parish on line
	16th July
	Newsletter

	Play Wales
	17th July
	July e bulletin 

	Llanymynech & Pant P. C.
	17th July
	Agenda and papers for July meeting

	One Voice Wales
	17th July
	E bulletin No 28

	One Voice Wales
	18th July
	Innovative Practice Conference – Wednesday 30 September 2026

	Llanymynech & Pant Parish Council
	21st July
	Minutes of June 26 meeting




	
12. Any Other Business
12.1.  Meeting with MP
The Chairman gave notice that an informal meeting with Mr Steve Withenden MP would be held at 7.pm on Thursday 6th August in the Dolphin Inn. Any councillors who are available are welcome to join him.
ACTION: All to note.


	13.      Date of the next meeting:
Tuesday  29th September 2026  at 7.00pm at Llanymynech Village Hall.
ACTION: All to note.







Approved by Council as a correct record: -  

Proposed:  ________________________________________________________	


Seconded:  ________________________________________________________	


Signed:  __________________________________________________________	Chairman


Date:     _______________________________________________________ 	
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